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USDOC FOR BEWT/TPD/TDAD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, UR 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE EQUIPMENT SOLO EXHIBITION 
REF: MOSCOW 1314 

1. SUBSEQUENT TO PREPARATION REFTEL, COMMATT HAD OPPORTUNITY 
TO DISCUSS WITH REPRESENTATIVE OF PRIMARY INTERNATIONAL STATUS 
OF THAT COMPANY’S NEGOTIATIONS WITH SOVIETS FOR SALE OF LARGE 
NUMBER OF COMPLETE SERVICE STATIONS. 

2. ACCORDING TO PRIMARY INTERNATIONAL REP, SOVIETS APPEAR TO 
HAVE SHIFTED POSITION RECENTLY AND ARE LESS FAVORABLY INCLINED 
THAN BEFORE TOWARD PURCHASE OF COMPLETE STATIONS. THEY HAVE 
INDICATED, HOWEVER, CONTINUING INTEREST IN ACQUISITION OF 
CERTAIN TYPES OF U.S. AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE EQUIPMENT FOR INCOR 
PORATION IN SOVIET-DESIGNED STATIONS. PRIMARY INTERNATIONAL 
REP SAID HE WAS INCLINED ATTRIBUTE THIS SHIFT TO LACK OF 
FOREIGN CURRENCY. 

3. COMMENT: ON BASIS PRIMARY INTERNATIONAL'S EXPERIENCE, 

COMMOFF BELIEVES USDOC/BEWT SHOULD CAUTION ORGANIZERS OF PROPOSED 
SOLO EXHIBITION THAT SALES PROSPECTS, AT LEAST IN SHORT TERM, 

ARE IN DOUBTFUL CATEGORY. ALSO SUGGEST USDOC/BEWT DISCUSS SALES 
PROSPECTS WITH PRIMARY INTERNATIONAL REP 
(FRADKIN), WHO DUE RETURN TO U.S. DURING WEEK OF FEBRUARY 
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17. PLEASE PROTECT COMMOFF AS SOURCE OF ABOVE INFORMATION 
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